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Inside this issue: 
 

 
Following the decision taken by the EU Commission on 
Monday 30 April, to impose restrictions on the use of 
three neonicotinoid pesticides, the BBKA continues to 
work hard to ensure that the interests of honey bees 
are a high priority. 
 

It is important that we gain a full understanding of the 
precise details of the restrictions, their implications and proposed 
mechanisms by which the Member States, including the UK and its de-
volved administrations, will implement the proposed restrictions. 
 

We are currently organising meetings with a number of key relevant or-
ganisations in order to better understand the ramifications of the recent 
vote and we will update our members in due course. 
 

We remain concerned about the impact of the restrictions on our honey 
bees. We expect the European Commission to ensure that Member 
States put measures in place which take into account the impact of 
these restrictions and any resultant changes in agricultural practice or 
use of pesticides and which must be proven to be safe for honey bees.  
 
 

Dr David Aston NDB  

Chair BBKA Trustees 

BBKA’s response to EU  
Commission Ruling 
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South of England Show 

Examination Success  

Congratulations to the following members following their examination success.  John 
Fisher (Chichester) module 1; Chrissy Blakeman (Worthing) module 2; Pauline Ford & 
Angela Pocock (Worthing) module 6 with credit; Gordon Allan, Tom Moore, Cherry 
Smith (Wisborough Green) & Diane Steele module 6, & Jim Norfolk (Chichester) inter-
mediate theory. 

Annual Subscription to The Beekeepers’ Quarterly 

Northern Bee Books is again offering a substantial discount to West Sus-
sex members on the annual price of The Beekeepers’ Quarterly maga-
zine.  You can subscribe for just £20 p.a - a saving of £10 on the normal 
charge.  Take a look at http://beekeepers.peacockmagazines.com/read-
sample for a sample of the publication.  Subscriptions must be through 

WSBKA to ensure you receive the discount so if you are interested just let me know.   
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk . 

This month sees the annual South of England Show at the Ardingly showground near 
Haywards Heath.  The three day event opens on Thursday 6th June and includes a 
popular Bees and Honey tent in which many West Sussex members will be helping. 

There will be practical beekeeping demonstration throughout the three days with 
honey and other bee related products on sale.  Full details are available on the 
event’s website www.seas.org.uk/summer-show/ 

Error on New BBKA Membership Cards 

 
The 2013-14 Membership Card has been circulated to all members, however, despite sev-
eral proof readings it went to print with the wrong date, 2012-13.  The BBKA is not in a 
position to reprint and re-circulate the cards.  However, the 2012-13 card is valid until 
2014. 
  
All benefit providers have been advised of the printing error and when shown the card 

will honour any benefits offered.  A letter for allotment holders and others in need of confirmation is 
posted within the Members Area of the BBKA website. 
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Are you new to beekeeping?  Would you like to see what honey, combs, wax and mead  should really look like?  
The National Honey Show is the ‘gold standard’ honey show, the equivalent of Wimbledon for tennis players, 
this year the 82nd National Honey Show.   

 

There are almost 250 classes and beekeepers come from all over the world to enter.  Walking around the dis-
plays is an education in itself.  A full programme of workshops and lectures will run during the show and there 
will be a wide selection of trade stands with lots of equipment and books to buy.  Guest speakers this year will 
include, once again, a great cast from the world of beekeeping: Norman Carreck, Celia Davis, Ricarda Kather, 
Mike Palmer and Dr Robert Paxton will all be on the main lecture stage.  BeeCraft will be in the Recital Room on 
Friday and there will be a full day of lectures on Saturday for those relatively new to beekeeping or those willing 
to refresh on some common themes.  For the first time this year there will be lectures on Thursday morning 
starting at 9.30am, with the official opening at 1:45pm.  On top of that is another great line up of very popular 
workshops and The Honey Show.  If that isn't enough then you can get some bargains, advice and socialise in 
the trade hall.  

 

Also new for 2013: on the Saturday we have a New to Bee-
keeping day with a lecture programme for new beekeepers, 
but all are welcome. There will be lectures on Swarms and 
Swarm Control; Common Bee Diseases; Products of the Hive 
and Tasks Throughout the Year. 

 

If you have already had success at your local or county 
show, why not enter some of the classes?  Sussex has its 
own classes within the show – or you can put yourself up 
against the experts in the open classes to see how you 
measure up.  As you do your extracting, why not keep that perfect frame aside?  A little planning now will give 
you lots of potential show entries. 

 

The 2013 schedule of classes will be published in August 2013 but in the meantime, you can get a good idea of 
what is needed by looking at the 2012 schedule.  You will find this and lots of interesting information about the 
show on the NHS website  -   www.honeyshow.co.uk  

 

The show is at St George’s College, Weybridge, Surrey, KT15 2QS on Thursday 24th October  (1:45pm to 6pm) 
Friday 25th (9am to 6pm) and Saturday 26st (9am to 4.30pm).  Admission for non-members is £15 but you can 
become a member of the National Honey Show for £12 and then entry is free.  Accompanied children of 16 
years and under are also free.  You can join at the door or visit the website.   

National Honey Show 24th - 26th October 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 18th June - ’Honey handling - Extracting, jarring, labelling and selling’.  Boxgrove Village 
Hall, 7:30pm.  Further details from: Henrietta Currey secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the 
Division’s website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 1st & 22nd June, Wednesday 12th  - Meet-
ings at the Division’s teaching apiary.  The Wednesday meet-
ing starts at 6:30pm and the Saturday meetings at 1:30pm. 

Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk 

Worthing Division 

Sunday 2nd & Saturday 29th June  - Meetings at the Division’s apiary, starting at 2pm.  

Wednesday 19th June  - Midsummer picnic.  6pm at the apiary. 

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 1st June - Apiary meeting at 9am to include queen rearing. 
Wednesday 12th June - Apiary meeting at 6pm to include queen 
rearing part 2. 
Saturday 22nd June - Apiary meeting at 9am - Preparing for the Ba-
sic Assessment. 
 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the 
Central Sussex website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk  

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

Thursday 6th to Saturday 8th June - South of England Show at the Ardingly Showground, Hay-
wards Heath.  Details from the show’s website www.seas.org.uk/summer-show/  

 

Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October - National Honey Show.  St George’s College, Wey-
bridge, Surrey 

 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 



Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
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Google the phrase used for my heading (above) and you will get references to a series of children's story 
books.  Ant is the naughty one, Bee the better behaved.  That is rather how I see them!  However, I am 
referring not to stories, but to the presence of ants in close proximity to our bees, in particular their 
strong tendency to set up home under the hive roof on top of the crown board.  It must 
seem a good warm dry place to live.  These black ants are re-
markably close to bees in their colony structure too, with a 
queen and infertile workers.  When first having an ant prob-
lem I asked around for tips on discouraging them and was told 
by three different people that putting mint under the roof would 
work.  Trying regular garden mint and black peppermint, all I got was 
ants nesting in the mint.  These days I keep a small brush in my bee 
bucket and as soon as I take the roof off I brush the ants off, eggs and 
all, flinging them as far and wide as possible.  No doubt they follow 
their own pheromone trails back again, but at least I feel I have done 
something.  It is no doubt true, as I read somewhere, that ‘ants are 
more of a problem to the beekeeper than to the bees’ as they don’t 
ever seem to go into the hive (though some will get into a feeder given the chance).  One of our newer 
members is trying orange oil as a deterrent, and I have read that cinnamon might work.  If anyone has a 
proven non-toxic cure I would be happy to try it.  Standing the base of our hive-stands in a permanent 
moat of water is not a realistic option as we have 20 to 30 hives! 
 
On to more practical beekeeping matters.  Though still well behind normal, most of our hives have built 
up well now and some have even brought in enough to make some honey.  With oilseed rape late and 
very patchy I hardly dare think what problems we may have with the timing of honey extraction.  Maybe 
we will have to extract each super as it becomes full, just to safeguard against granulation. 
 
The swarming season has started, with cells in hives (not just ours but also those of many of our mem-
bers).   No external swarm calls yet (I am typing this on 24th May) whereas last year we had probably 25 
calls between 21st and 24th May, with 9 on 24th alone.   I am sure some will come soon, but with the 
dreadful time bees have had over the last year there may be fairly few.   How do you deal with swarming 
colonies?   Artificial swarm?  Take out a nucleus?   Kill the old queen and raise a replacement (if you want 
no increase in hive numbers)?   Doing nothing is certainly not a responsible option. 
 
I have recently ‘qualified’ as a BBKA Basic Assessor, and look forward to carrying out a few assessments 
during the summer.  It is interesting, some years after taking the Basic myself, to have gone back and 
looked in detail at the syllabus (available on the BBKA website).  It is a very comprehensive assessment 
and I recommend it to anyone who has kept bees for a year or two (or more) as a way of ensuring you 
have knowledge of all the most important aspects of practical beekeeping. 
 
Off to check the progress of some queen cells now.  The season in full swing – lovely! 
 
 

Tom 
 
 

More from Moore - Ant and Bee 

Ants making a home under a hive roof.  



Can You Help With Research? 

 Weekend Course at University of Cambridge 

A three day course entitled 'Bees, flies and flowers: the ecology of pollination and why it matters' will 
take place on 14-16 June and will be taught by Dr Lynn Dicks.  Lynn is a research associate with the Uni-
versity of Cambridge Zoology Department, and has been closely involved in the recent EU debate about 
neonicotinoid pesticides. 
 
The course takes place at Madingley Hall, an historic 16-century country house near Cambridge set in 
seven acres of landscaped gardens.  It begins with dinner on Friday evening and ends with lunch on Sun-
day, and students can attend either as residents or non-residents. 
 
We are currently offering bursaries of £100 to applicants who are new to the Institute of Continuing Edu-
cation. 
 
The course fee is £240 – or just £140 with a bursary award – including lunch, dinner and all lectures.  If 
you wish to attend on a residential basis, the course fee is £350 – or just £250 with a bursary award – in-
cluding bed and breakfast at Madingley Hall in addition to the above. 
 
You can find out more about the course and book your place online, at www.ice.cam.ac.uk/bees or by 
calling 01223 746262. 
 
 
Mrs Kate Cooper 

are looking for samples of material taken from hives, smokers and surrounding 
soil and vegetation along with information about the local environment.  Only a 
small amount is required. The source of the material will remain anonymous 
from the testers.  See their website at www.beesense.co.uk/  

 
I am a research student doing a project about the disappearance of honey bees 
and was wondering if the members of your beekeeping association could an-
swer some questions to help me identify if Colony Collapse Disorder is present 
in the UK. 
 

1. Are you aware of the numbers of bees dying and disappearing around the world? 
2. In your opinion, what is the reason behind bees disappearing? 
3. Have you experienced a drop in numbers of your own bees? 
4. What have you personally done to prevent bees dying? (eg stop using pesticides) 
5. Do you believe that bees will eventually die out and we are past the point where we can save them? 
6. Do you think that the government is doing enough to save bees and prioritise the environment? 
 
Any help you can give me is greatly appreciated! 
 
Jasmine Aldred  snazzyjazzy@me.com  
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We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally ... 

 
Are you looking for a ‘Des Res’ for your bees? 
 
A landowner in Monks Gate near Horsham is offering a two acre orchard site for bees in exchange for pol-
lination.   
 
A site is also available in Kerves Lane, Horsham.  This is on 8 acres with fruit trees and wildflower 
meadow. 
 
Likewise, a small site is available in Albury, near Shere.   
 
Please contact me in the first instance if you are interested in any of these sites for your bees. 
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  


